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MEMBERS. it be commuted unto death.”’ 

Jounson BriGHAM, Chairman, Des Moines. This quotation from Francis Thomp- 
ae eacmens, ove Or. son's Essay on Shelley expresses most 
Mas. Horace M. TowNER, Corning. beautifully the child spirit which we, 
Mas. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. as librarians, or teachers, or parents, 
Mrs. A. J. BARKLEY, Boone. may perhaps understand if our sym- 


ee Se pathy is warm, may help preserve if we 


Jutta A. ROBINSON, Secretary, Des Moines. but know how. How are we meeting 
This Quarterly is mailed free toall public bra. OUF Opportunity, our responsibility? 
ries, and to trustees of free public librariesin the [Do the children we know grow up pos- 
Sateoflowa. |. || |.._______ gessing the simplicity and faith of their 
z 7 , childhood, simplicity and faith and de- 
Children's ee Exercise of = ire for the best that will keep their 
BY MARION HUMBLE, INSTRUCTOR IN 210? clear and their judgment sane 
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE, Liprary ®Mid the complexities and doubts of 
SCHOOL OF THE UNIVERSITY oF wis- life? To what extent can we use books 
CONSIN, MADISON, WISCONSIN. for preserving this spirit? 


“Know you what it is to be a child? Oliver Wendell Holmes has said ‘‘The 
It is to be something very different moral universe includes nothing but the 
from the man of today. It is to have a exercise of choice: all else is machin- 
spirit yet streaming from the waters of ery.’’ We know that throughout our 
baptism; it is to believe in love, to be- lives we must exercise conscious choice 
lieve in loveliness, to believe in belief; between right and wrong, between good 
it is to be so little that the elves can and bad, or between good and the best; 
reach to whisper in your ear; it is to and to choose anything but the best, 

tun pumpkins into coaches, and mice when that best is known, is wrong. We 

into horses, lawlessness into loftiness, must choose our friends, our duties to 
and nothing into everything, for each some extent, our recreation, our books, 
child has its fairy god-mother in its our friends in books. 
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own soul; it is to live in a nutshell and And the results of our own discovery, 
count yourself the king of infinite our own choice, are the greatest in- 
space; it is fluences in life. It is not necessarily 
‘To see the world in a grain of sand, some one else’s choice .of a book that 

And a heaven in a wild flower; will help me, but the book I discover, 









choose for myself. So in selecting books 
for children let us .make available the 


rite 
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“Read at the Colfax meeting I. L. A., October 
M, 1915. . - 
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best ones by placing them where they 
may be discovered, where the children 
themselves may learn to exercise choice. 

Our choice of books for children 
should be more conscientious than most 
of us make it. In selecting a book for 
the children’s room in a library, we 
must necessarily choose that book in- 
stead of some other. 
our book-fund, by shelf room perhaps; 
whatever the cause, we must choose from 
among a number of books those which 
we consider best. 

But do we always stop to consider? 
Do we realize that a poor book takes 
the place in our book-fund, on our 
shelves, in our children’s reading, that 
the better book should have? If we are 
buying books to give to children, per- 
haps we do not stop to consider that 
the books a child owns are limited, too, 
by the number of his relatives perhaps, 
by money or by the selection and stock 
of the bookseller. At any rate, the 


books he owns should be the best ones, 
should be books to which he ean turn 
when he is older for real entertainment 
or joy. The book of mere temporary in- 


terest should not take the place of one 
of value. 

Mother Goose is not a book of mere 
temporary interest; if it was enjoyed at 
three years old, it is also enjoyed at 
thirty or fifty. A boy who hears David 
Copperfield read aloud when he is ten, 
will never forget it or cease to enjoy it. 
But the ephemeral story of some boy’s 
adventures at some camp, any girl’s 
year at any board-school, unless it con- 
tains characters or setting of actual 
worth, is quickly read and quickly for- 
gotten, and should not displace in a 
child’s own bookease, the book of per- 
manent value. 

Again, choice must be exercised in 
telling a story or reading aloud. A 
beautiful fairy tale may entertain boys 
and girls of twelve or thirteen as much 
as it did when they were six, but isn’t 
there a story ‘‘more excellent’’ that will 
be the opening of some work of litera- 
ture not yet read, one that will be a 
spur to the child’s choice of a book, as 
well as entertainment ? 


We are limited by 


A librarian who had been accustomed 


to telling in story hour the usual y 
tales and myths and hero tales, all gf 
them valuable, one day tried to 
a closer connection with the 

wanted the children to know, a - 
the story of little Lorna Doone, the dra. 
matic chapter where Lorna finds John 
Ridd after his struggle through the 
brook. The joyful interest of the girls 
who heard the story, and their 
to this invitation of the book itself, wepe 
most satisfactory, and the librarian pe 
solved to tell more stories from the 
books on her shelves. 
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It is interesting to search one’s mem. 
ory of books and stories enjoyed when a 
child, and to study the experience of 
other grown-ups, in their early i 
In nearly all cases, the temporary in. 
terest books are not the ones remem. 
bered. In the October Bookman ig g 
list of ten books that Kate Douglas Wig. 
gin ‘‘read and re-read between the ages 
of eight and fifteen ;’’—David Copper- 
field, A Tale of Two Cities, The Arabian 
Nights, Grimm’s and Laboulaye’s fairy 
tales, Undine, Pride and Prejudice, and 
Sense and Sensibility, The Heir of Red- 
clyffe, Robinson Crusoe, Swiss Family 
Robinson, and Shakespeare, from eoyer 
to cover. Only two ‘‘juvenile’’ books 
are included. 


The list of ‘‘Favorite books of well- 
known people when they were boys and 
girls,’’ recently compiled by the Carne- 
gie library of Pittsburgh, contains few 
juvenile books, partly because there were 
fewer books written for children i 
former years, partly because children 
heard more books of literature read 
aloud, partly because these favorites 
were results of discriminating choice, 


And on the lists of 24 books for boys 
and 24 books for girls, recently com- 
piled by Mr. Legler and Miss Field of 
the Chicago Public Library, lists that 
have doubtless caused more comment 
than any lists ever printed before, there 
are few juvenile books and those are 
books equally enjoyable to adults, er 
cept possibly one. I have found few 
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ps who like to read the Swiss 


: Robinson, though all admit great 


fondness for it in their youth. 

We would not have so great a problem 
of interesting older boys and girls in 
reading books, a problem so many 
of us are trying to solve with interme- 
diate departments and lists, if we did 
not deliberately draw so definite a line 

children’s books and adult 
In fact, the preponderance of 


_ #Jyyenile literature’’ has largely caused 


this problem and in our libraries and 
homes we have fostered it. 


But we find many books written for 
children, ‘‘juvenile’’ books, that have 

re English, wholesome ideals, beauti- 
ful illustrations, fair and clear text, 
hooks that are altogether desirable. How 
shall ‘we choose them from the worth- 
jess and mediocre books? There are so 
many lists of best books issued for our 
guidance that we are as bewildered by 
these as by the number of books them- 
selves. Isn’t it because we blindly try 
to follow them all? Should we not rath- 
er consider and weigh the annotations 
and prices of books in the lists, and 


choose those best suited for our needs? 


For instance, we may have money 
enough for only one-half the books listed 
in the A. L. A. Booklist a certain month, 
but we have the faculty of comparing 
the notes and choosing the books best 
for us. 

A study of the annotations in a few of 
the lists of books for children and young 
people, compiled by conscientious chil-- 
dren’s librarians will give us the com- 
pilers’ reasons for including and rec- 


‘ ommending certain books, and will be 


helpful in determining our selection 
from such lists. The following annota- 
tions are taken from Miss Hewins’ Books 
for boys and girls; Miss Power’s Books 
for older girls; the Cleveland Publie Li- 
brary lists of Seventy-five books of ad- 
venture for boys and girls, and Eighty 
tales of valor and romance for boys and 
girls; 1,000 good books for children, 
published by the U. S. Bureau of Edu- 
cation; and the Graded list of stories 
for reading aloud, compiled by Miss 
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Hassler and Miss Scott. Only enough 
of each annotation is quoted to show 
the reason for selection of the book de- 
scribed; some of the books are ‘‘ju- 
veniles’’ that are worth while, as the 
notes indicate, some are adult books suit- 
able for children’s reading: 

‘*Wholesome stories of out-of-door 
activities in the West, giving a large 
amount of information about hunting, 
trapping, camping, Indian life and cus- 
toms. The author is an authority on 
these subjects.’’ 

(Grinnell—Jack series) 

‘*The best of the Altsheler books and 
a good story of pioneer life. Altsheler 
leads frequently to the reading of 
Cooper.’’ 

(Altsheler—Young Trailers) 

‘“‘Among the few really good Indian 
stories, and the latter makes a strong 
plea for the education of the Indian.”’ 
(Stoddard—Talking Leaves, and Two 

Arrows ) 

‘*The story reflects the manners and 
customs of the country in a most at- 
tractive way, and there is a strong ele- 
ment of the heroic in the boy’s loyalty 
to his adopted people.’’ 

(Cotes—Story of Sonny Sahib) 


‘*Tells how seven brave, fun-loving 
Irish boys helped their mother to make 
a living.’’ 

(Zollinger—Widow O’Callaghan’s 

Boys) 

‘*The book may serve to broaden the 
interests of a reader of boarding school 
stories.”’ 

(Eastman—Yellow Star) 

‘*A quaint, lovable heroine, and many 
amusing situations.’’ 
(Montgomery—Anne of Green Gables) 

‘*What this country means to a girl 
who came from Russia to free schools, 
free libraries and college.’’ 

(Antin—Promised Land) 

‘*Wholesome, happy family life.’’ 

(Brown—The Four Gordons) 

‘‘There is much broad humor in the 
character of the rude fisherman, and 
sound sense in the rigid discipline ad- 
ministered to the boy.’’ 

(Kipling—Captains Courageous) 








‘‘Tales which ring true of a land 
where a livelihood may be obtained 
only by hardships and peril. They 
may provide a new reading interest for 
boys.”’ 

(Dunean—Adventures of Billy Top- 

sail) 

‘Amusing, and good for dreamy, un- 
practical children.’’ 

(Hale—Peterkin Papers, and Last of 
the Peterkins) 

‘‘A fine, inspiring tale of a friend- 
ship in a boy’s school.’’ 

(Vachell—The Hill) 

‘‘A highly original plot set in the 
picturesque England of Henry VIII, a 
kindly, gentle humor, and an under- 
standing of and belief in boy nature, 
these are the chief qualities of this much- 
loved book.’’ 

(Twain—Prince and the Pauper) 

‘*A fine story of chivalry which often 
leads to the reading of Scott.’’ 

(Pyle—Men of Iron) 

‘An invitation to further study.’’ 
(Burroughs—Bird Stories from Bur- 
roughs ) 

‘*A book well caleulated by its in- 
structive contents, and the illustrations 


made from photographs, to awaken and 
deepen a love for birds.”’ 
(Blanchan—How to Attract the Birds) 
‘‘The story is saved from being cheap 
and sensational by the author’s skill in 


narration and characterization. Gives 
the atmosphere of Creole life.’’ 
(Stuart—Story of Babette) 

‘*A thrilling pirate story written well 
enough to be classed as a masterpiece of 
English. Good to read to an inattentive 
school.’’ 

(Stevenson—Treasure Island) 

‘*A story of the Swiss Family Robin- 
son type with the added value of excel- 
lent characterizations. Ready is a nev- 
er-to-be-forgotten hero for a boy.’’ 

(Marryat—Masterman Ready) 

And here is an annotation that makes 
us think of a book in the unmentionable 
Rover Boys series, until we see the 
name of the author: 

‘*TIn the end he wins success and hap- 
piness for those nearest him, and ex- 


poses the cruelty and injustice of Bk 
wicked Uncle Ralph and his associates» _ 
But the author’s name assures ug thay 


there is more in the book than in the 
modern ‘‘thriller’’ for it is 
Dickens and the book is Nicholas Nieks_ 
by! 7 —_ 

These annotations give reasons wn 
the books described are worth listine 
and -reading. The person who 
children’s books as they come from the 
publishers today, must be searching eon. 
tinuously for such qualities as the book 
described here contain: the apt char 
acterization, the picturesque description 
and narration, the high ideals, the fpee. 
dom from sentimentality and false 
standards of life, or, in a praetj 
book of information, facts given in gyeh 
a way that the reader will be led to ob. 
serve and think and do for himself, ag 
a result. He must be choosing ¢gp. 
tinuously between books of this type, 
and the many colorless, commonplace 
books that are published. 


The great number of informational 
books written today, such as the stories 
of child life in other countries, the 
travel stories, stories of a boy’s experi- 
ences in various departments of the 
government, historical stories, stories of 
scientific farming, many of them in 
tensely interesting, and all designed to 
instruct, remind us ‘a little of the d 
dactie books written for children in the 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, by Mrs. Barbauld, Mrs. Trim- 
mer, Jacob Abbott, and others, Many 
of the recent books of information are 
beautifully illustrated with reprodue- 
tions of photographs, are written in ex 
cellent English, and are incentives to 
further knowledge and reading. The 
danger is that too didactic a style may 
make the information uninteresting to 
children. 

In the selection of stories, however 
we have great difficulties unless we keep 
constantly before us the child spitit 
which we are trying to preserve, and 
the high ideals that will help us. We 
read and read through volumes of com 
monplace books, poor English, wu 
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patural and exaggerated characters and 
jons, searching for the character 
irit that may justify the books’ 
taking a place on our children’s shelves. 


We must choose, too, between adapta- 
of books and the author’s own 
wisely preferring that a child 
read Sir Walter Scott ’s Ivanhoe, rather 
than a simplified, storyfied version, even 
if he must wait a year or two before 
he can enjoy it. He will like parts 
of the book now, perhaps, but should 
not have an adaptation displace future 
ure in the original. If we hurry 
to familiarize children with the mere 
outline or plot of a story, we are pre- 
yenting any possibility of appreciation 
of the author’s individuality, or of pow- 
er of discrimination in the children. 


When it is possible to read books 
aloud to children, they will enjoy bet- 
fer books that they can understand, 
read alone, but parents do not always 
realize this. A mother who had read 
aloud to her two boys, the best of liter- 
ature, books they had enjoyed keenly 
because she herself loved them, recently 
told me that at the ages of ten and 


twelve they seemingly liked the very 
ordinary story of adventure, read to 
themselves, just as much as those she 


read aloud. She questioned whether 
they really recognized any difference. 
But they continue to prefer in her read- 
ing aloud, such books as Nicholas Nickle- 
by, Lorna Doone, Westward Ho, which 
they have had during the past year. 
The objection may be raised that such 
choice of books is only theoretical, that 
the foreign children who come to our li- 
braries do not have reading at home, or 
incentive for reading, and are not ready 
for ‘‘better’’ books. But this is not al- 
together true. Indeed there are no home 
influences towards reading, in many 
cases, but the foreigners have the great- 
est appreciation of musical language, of 
color in words or in pictures, of beauti- 
ful stories in the story-hour, of litera- 
ture itself. An Italian boy, 14 years 
old, who worked in an ice cream fac- 
tory, had as keen love of poetry, of 
books of chivalry, of history and biog- 


raphy, as any boy I have ever known 
in a library. A children’s librarian re- 
cently wrote me of a Jewish boy who 
had been in this country only three or 
four years. He had entered school here 
in the fifth grade, had made up sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grades with the 
help of night school, while he was work- 
ing, entered high school and _ took 
honors during his freshman year, and 
in his vacation that year came to her 
for books, wanting to read everything 
good, asking her what to read first! It 
will be interesting to watch her help 
him, to watch his taste develop. 

It is rather the children who come 
to the library from homes where they 
own books, children whose parents have 
let slip the opportunity of reading 
aloud, who refuse to listen to sugges- 
tions of. choice, or try any book not 
distinctly a juvenile story, preferably 
the one that takes least mental effort to 
read. 

A 14 year old boy said to me one 
day: ‘‘Oh, I’ve read 40 Alger books 
and they’re no good; they’re all alike.’’ 
But though he profited by his experi- 
ence, isn’t it a pity he had wasted all 
the time it took to read those 40 books? 
The exercise of choice of the best would 
have saved that wasted time. 


I recently heard of a college girl who 
sent home for some of the books she 
had owned since childhood, because she 
needed them in her college reading. 
She found many classmates who were 
not even familiar with the books that 
she knew well, perhaps because their 
time had been spent on Alger books, 
and others of that kind. 

Our choice of the best books, however, 
is not the end of the problem of chil- 
dren’s reading. That the best books are 
on the library shelves or even in a 
child’s own bookease, is not the result 
we wish to attain. 

The child’s appreciation of the best, 
his power to discriminate between poe- 
try and limerick, between artistic il- 
lustrations and grotesque comic supple- 
ments, between pure English and poor 
grammar, between literary value and a 
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worthless story, should be our quest. 
Character development that is a result 
of reading should be our aim in work- 
ing with children, and a great part of 
the character development we may cul- 
tivate is this power of discrimination, 
this exercise of choice. 

In William James’ book on Habit, he 
- says that ‘‘Dr. Carpenter’s phrase ‘Our 
nervous system grows to the modes in 
which it has been exercised’ expresses 
the habit of philosophy in a rutshell.’’ 
Judgment between books, choice of the 
best, if exercised in youth, will become 
a habit. 

In a recent article in the Dial, Pro- 
fessor Grant Showerman defines the 
great vocation as the vocation of en- 
lightened citizenship, saying ‘‘The im- 
mediate design of liberal education is 
not skill of hand or knowledge of tech- 
nical detail, but the cultivation of 
mental power, the broadening of vision, 
the deepening of perception, the refine- 
ment of intellectual and spiritual temp- 
er. Its ultimate end is the production 
of the ideal citizen and of the ideal 
State.”’ 

We have the tools for building this 
‘‘great voeation,’’ and for preserving 
the child spirit in all its simplicity and 
faith and desire for the beautiful and 
best. The tools are our books, and-they 
should be chosen for no reason except 
service. Our responsibility is clear; are 
we using our consciences in the exercise 
of choice? 





Summer Library School 
Library Week. 

As the Quarterly goes to press the 
elass of 1916 has not yet been made 
up, nor are definite plans completed 
for Library Week, which is to be ob- 
served this year on July 19th and 20th. 

A special program, however, is being 
arranged with the topic ‘‘Interesting 
the Community’’ as the general idea. 
Addresses will be given by Miss Drake, 
President of the I. L. A:; Mr. Rush of 
the Des Moines Public Library; Mr. 
Brigham, State Librarian, and Miss 
Robinson, Secretary of the Iowa Li- 
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brary Commission, and others prob va 
including a speaker from outside #, 
state. In addition, Professor 4 
will talk on the ‘‘Aims and Idealg gf 
the Midland.’’ Bs. 

A reunion of Summer School 
dents will probably be held’ at thig time 
also, S: 

Librarians, library assistants 
library trustees are urged to 
be present and make Library Week of 
1916 one to be remembered in library 
history in Iowa. , 

Iowa City is an ideal spot for a sum. 
mer outing whether of one or two 
or more, and the attractions of this 
gram and of meeting other librarians 
should bring many together. Lj 
boards within motoring distance mj 
plan to make a library trip together jp 
attendance upon this meeting. 

For further particulars write to Migs 
Jane E. Roberts, University Library 
Iowa City, Iowa. 






























Iowa Library Association 
1916 Meeting. 


The meeting of the Iowa Library As 
sociation will be held at Colfax on Oe 
tober 11th to 13th. 

The program committee has met and 
made some definite plans, and I am go. 
ing to tell you some of our secrets. We 
plan to have a strong program from the 
opening hour to the closing hour, and 
have placed the important subject of 
‘*Publicity’’ the first afternoon, when 
we will have an expert, Mr. MeVey, the 
advertising counsellor of ‘‘Suceessful 
Farming.’’ 

We hope to have a strong speaker of 
national reputation, to talk on ‘‘Serv- 
ice.’’ One whole session will be given 
to books. Among others, Mr, K. & 
Smith, of Iowa State College, will tak 
on Engineering books; Mr. Briseo of 
State University of Iowa will talk 
Business books; H. H. Gibson of Towa 
State College will talk on Agricultural 
books; Mr. John T. Frederick, editor of 
‘‘The Midland,’’ will tell us of “Iowa's 
place in the development of middle 
western literature.’’ Mrs. Max Mayer, 
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“Vice-President of the Iowa Federation 
 4f Women’s Clubs, will talk on ‘‘The 
Soman in municipal work.’’ Mr. 
‘Charles Rush will give an illustrated 
Jecture on ‘‘Illustrators of children’s 
pooks.”’ Mrs. C. Fred Gould, Trustee of 
the Sioux City Publie Library, will con- 
the work with Study Clubs using 
the ‘‘Literature of the Bible’’ as illus- 

trative. 
Our subject for the last session will 
be on the Publie Schools. There will be 
a round table on Publicity, Schools, 
Trustees, College and Reference, Assis- 
tants, Children’s and Small Libraries. ° 
The program committee is still open 

suggestions. 
MWe hope to have Miss Tyler, though 
she is not yet sure that she can come. 
Jeannette M. Drake, 
President. 
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District Meetings. 

A slight change was made from the 
schedule of the district meetings as an- 
nounced in the last number of the 
Quarterly, but the spring meetings were 
held as shown by reports which fol- 
low. 

A new plan was tried this year of 
holding these meetings in the larger li- 
praries of the state. The attendance 

' was larger than last year partly due 
probably to the attendance of assistants 
in these libraries, and partly perhaps to 
better railroad connections as the num- 
ber of libraries represented was also 
larger, though fewer trustees were pres- 
ent. 

The location of the meetings on the 
extremes of the districts in many cases 
brought them nearer to libraries in ad- 
joining districts whose librarians ac- 
cordingly availed themselves of the 
nearest meeting. This has the advan- 
tage of extending the acquaintance and 
exchange of ideas among the libraries. 

As is the custom the president of the 
I. L. A. and the secretary of the Library 
Commission attended all the meetings 
which profited greatly by the enthusi- 
asm and helpful suggestions of Miss 
Drake. 


Ae 


OP Sees SRS eset 2 BSS RATSS A FE 








215 





Appreciation was expressed by those 
in attendance at each meeting for the 
hospitality accorded them by the libra- 
rian and library board of the entertain- 
ing library and for the efforts of the 
district chairmen which resulted in such 


helpful programs. 
Northwest District. 


MISS CORNELIA PLAISTER, CHAIRMAN. 


The Northwest District of the Iowa 
Library Association held its annual 
meeting at Sioux City, May 2d, Miss 
Cornelia Plaister, the chairman, presid- 
ing. 

Miss Walpole of Storm Lake opened 
the meeting with a talk on ‘‘ Publicity,’’ 
emphasizing especially the value of ef- 
ficient service in the library, attractive- 
ness of the library’s interior and fre- 
quent iuse of picture bulletins which 
may be provided by means of contests 
in bulletin making in the schools. 


In the discussion which followed vari- 
ous useful publicity methods were sug- 
gested by Miss Drake and others, such 
as lists of new books in the newspapers, 
talks to schools and local organizations, 
moving picture slides, book displays in 
the windows of business houses. Miss 
Plaister suggested that pamphlets, 
which contain such a wealth of material 
but are unattractive, may be made at- 
tractive by placing them in pamphlet 
binders and pasting on the front of the 
binder bright and appropriate illustra- 
tions. 

A discussion of the need of closer co- 
operation between the public school and 
the public library was led by Miss Mar- 
tha Sanborn, librarian of Morningside 
College. The librarian of the public li- 
brary is responsible for teaching high 
school students how to use the library 
intelligently. 

Mrs. Harvey of Sibley gave a detailed 
account of the way in which that library 
secured rural extension, and the promise 
of $10,000 from Mr. Carnegie for a li- 
brary building. She made clear that in 
their case the first essential in the ex- 
tension of the library’s privileges to sur- 
rounding communities had been a deep 











interest among the citizens of the town. 
At Sibley results were secured by an 
extensive systematic campaign carried 
on by joint committees from the Board 
of Library Trustees and other local or- 
ganizations. ; 

Miss Ruth Fornwalt, of the staff of 
the Sioux City Public Library, gave an 
interesting talk on ‘‘Books That Go.’’ 
The list included practical books that 
would interest all classes of taxpayers. 

Miss Drake, president of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association, gave an outline for 
a library talk which might be given to 
any audience, emphasizing the fact that 
a theoretical talk on the value of books 
and reading is very much less helpful in 
interesting people in the library than 
one which explains how the library is 
supported, enlarging upon the fact that 
it is a practical institution for all peo- 
ple in both the circulating and refer- 
ence departments. She suggested also 
that the monthly report to the Board of 
Trustees might become more than a 
mere recital of statistics by including 
interesting incidents which occur in 
connection with the library’s work. 

The keynote of the whole meeting 
was the fact that efficient service is the 
first essential in a library, and that a 
satisfied patron is the best advertiser a 
library can have. 

The visitors were entertained at 
luncheon at the Commercial Club by 
the trustees of the Sioux City Library. 
Immediately after luncheon a visit. was 
made to the Smith’s Villa Branch. 

There were present at the meeting 
twenty-four librarians, seven trustees 
and seven visitors, representing twelve 
libraries. 

Exhibits of window displays, picture 
bulletins, pamphlets in attractive bind- 
ers, and the ‘‘Superior Sign Marker”’ 
for lettering bulletins, used by the Sioux 
City Public Library, were interesting 
and helpful to the visitors. 

(Reported by Blanche V. Watts.) 


Southwest District. 
_ MISS NELLIE RICHARDS, CHAIRMAN. 
In the absence of Miss Richards, Miss 
‘Robinson presided at the morning meet- 





ing and Miss Drake in the afternao Ri 
Pe Pe 


The morning session was opened yw; 
a discussion of ‘‘Publicity,’’ by Migs _ 


Palmer of Red Oak. Other librasaaall 


told of methods which they had found — 
to be successful in advertising the }. 
brary, such as window displays pr. 
books and posters and co-operation with . 
local newspapers. The next subject pre. ‘ 
sented was the ‘‘Library and the ¥ 
lic School.’’ Miss Duggan of Clarinda 
opened this discussion and Miss J, 

of Shenandoah spoke on the publie jj. 
brary in the college town. 

In discussing the topic of book ge. 
lection and buying, emphasis was laid 
on the practical book. Miss Armst 
of Council Bluffs mentioned  geyera] 
lists which are helpful in making selee. 
tions. Miss Tobitt of Omaha and gey. 
eral members of the staff of the Omaha 
Public Library were visitors at the 
afternoon session. Miss Tobitt spoke 


briefly on some of her problems of book 
selection and buying. 

The visiting librarians and _ trustees 
were the guests of the library board at 
a luncheon at the Grand Hotel, and 
automobile ride 


afterwards for an 
around the city. 
(Reported by Hazel C. Clark.) 





Middlewest District, 
MISS REBA DAVIS, CHAIRMAN. 


The meeting of the Middlewest Dis. 
trict at Fort Dodge on May 5th was 
presided over by Miss Davis of the 
Traveling Library at Des Moines. There 
was an attendance of thirty-six libra- 
rians and trustees, many of whom came 
from libraries outside the district. 

The meeting was opened by Mr. Rush 
of Des Moines, who spoke on ‘‘ Library 
Publicity.’’ He said that most librari- 
ans make a point of collecting books on~ 
advertising and publicity for the use of 
their patrons but neglect to apply their 
teachings to library work. He also said 
that even better than our much-talked- 
of efficiency as a library advertiser is a 
smile. After his talk several of the l- 
brarians present related their experi- 
ences in library advertising. 
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~ Miss Smith, of the Library Commis- 
a, followed with a talk on ‘‘The Li- 
‘‘earian.’? Which provoked a lively dis- 
enssion on the question whether or not 
it is permissable for a librarian to do 
professional reading during library 


ifter Iuncheon at the Hotel Wah- 
konsa, the report of the nominating 

ittee was received and Miss Hop- 

of Fort Dodge was elected chairman 
for the coming year. The following 
resolutions of regret and respect con- 
cerning the death of Mrs. Bangs of Car- 
roll were presented and adopted : 

“Be It Resolved, By the Middlewest 
District of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion now in session at Fort Dodge, that 
we express our sincere sympathy with 
the family of the late Mrs. Bangs of 
Carroll, and also with the Library 

, and 
Pine It Further Resolved, That we, 
in expressing our sympathy, wish also 
to express our own sense of loss in the 
passing of our fellow worker and 
friend, and 

“It Is Further Resolved, That a copy 
of these resolutions be sent to the fam- 
ily of Mrs. Bangs and to the Library 
Board at Carroll, and be spread upon 
the minutes. 

“Signed ) 
Grace E. Meyers, Chairman; 
Julia A. Robinson, 
Grace Shellenberger.’’ 

After the question box, Miss Drake 
of Sioux City spoke on the tax levy 
and its apportionment and various li- 
brarians and board members present 
gave their experience in working for 
an inerease in tax levy. ° 

Following the discussion on this sub- 
ject, Miss Hopper of Fort Dodge gave 
a list of useful books of the year. Miss 
Drake suggested a list of readable books 
used in the Sioux City library and Miss 
Shellenberger spoke of recent children’s 


The meeting closed with a discussion 
of rural extension after which the visit- 
ing librarians were taken for an auto- 
mobile ride about the city. 

(Reported by Gretta Smith.) 


Northeast District. 


MISS ABBIE J. CONVERSE, CHAIRMAN. 

The meeting of the Northeast district 
was held at Waterloo May 9th, and was 
presided over by Miss Abbie Converse 
of Creseo, chairman of the district. The 
nieeting was held in the auditorium of 
the East Waterloo High School, and 
there was an attendance of 41 librarians, 
assistants and trustees. 

The morning session opened with a 
discussion on ‘‘The Public Library and 
the Publie Schools,’’ led by Mrs. Mur- 
ray of Grundy Center, and was followed 
by one on ‘‘Publicity,’’ led by Mrs. Ber- 
tha Baird of Mason City. Nearly every 
one present took some part in the dis- 
cussions of these all important subjects. 
Miss Jeannette M. Drake of Sioux City, 
president of the state association, was 
present, and from the wealth of her suc- 
cessful experience and judgment added 
much to every discussion. 

The visitors were guests of the trustees 
of the Waterloo library at a delightful 
luncheon at the Russell-Lamson hotel, 
and later were taken for an automo- 
bile drive around the city and for a 
visit to Library West. 

The afternoon session opened with 
a question box and was followed by a 
discussion of ‘‘ Book Selection and Buy- 
ing,’’ led by Miss Almira Wilcox, for- 
merly of Troy, N. Y., who succeeds 
Miss Arnold at Dubuque. Miss Della 
Northey, who has been librarian of the 
county library at Hood River, Oregon, 
was present and told of her most inter- 
esting experience in organizing and ear- 
rying on the work of that library. 

The day closed with an informal tea. 
at Library East, with the staff of the 
Waterloo Library as hostesses. 

(Reported by Mrs. Bertha Baird.) 





Middle-east District. 

MISS JANE E. ROBERTS, CHAIRMAN. 

On Wednesday, May 10th, the meet- 
ing of the librarians and trustees of the 
Middle-east district of the I. L. A. was 
held in Davenport. Because of the time 
of the arrival of trains the sessions were 
held in the afternoon and evening instead 
of morning and afternoon as is usual. 
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The attendance was unsually large, as 
many as four and five persons repre- 
senting some libraries. The following 
libraries sent delegates: | Davenport, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa City (University 
and Public), Clinton, DeWitt, Maquo- 
keta, Muscatine, Tipton, Washington, 
Moline and Rock Island, IIl., in addi- 
tion to representatives of the I. L. A. 
and Library Commission present. ° 


Miss Jane E. Roberts, librarian of 
the University of Iowa, presided. Miss 
Joanna E. Hagey of Cedar Rapids led 
the discussion of the subject, ‘‘The Li- 
brarian,, Her Work in Co-operation 
With the Library Board, Her Reading, 
ete.’’ Miss Hagey said in part, that 
the librarian, to be successful in her 
work, must have untiring energy, abil- 
ity, a knowledge and appreciation of 
books and a wide understanding of the 
people of the community. In the dis 
eussion which followed Miss Jeannette 
M. Drake, president of the I. L. A. and 
librarian at Sioux City, said that in 
many places the librarian was finding 
her work simplified by referring sub- 
jects of importance, that must come be- 
fore the board, to a committee of the 
board and then letting this committee 
present the subject under discussion to 
the entire board at their regular meet- 
ing. Miss Robinson made the sugges- 
tion that in order to keep the members 
in touch with the board a synopsis of 
the minutes of the meeting might be 
sent to those who were absent from 
any meeting. 

Miss Grace Rose told of some effec- 
-tive library publicity that has been 
done in Davenport and emphasized the 
fact that newspaper lists bring the best 
results. Miss Ellen Stocker, of Musca- 
tine, uses a plan of advertising impor- 
tant topics in magazines by the prepa- 
ration of a magazine list the first of 
each month and has this printed in the 
local papers and posted in the library. 
Miss Drake added several points of in- 
terest from her experience and showed 
photographs of window displays, re- 
eently shown in her city, by which the 
library was effectively advertised. 


218 





Many librarians present gaye 









views on this important subject of ro 


licity. 

The visiting librarians and 
were guests of the Davenport board 
library staff at a four pean diame 
the Blackhawk Hotel at :six 9’ 
After this the meeting was resumed af 
8 p. m. in the public library. 


Miss Anna Anderson, children’s li 
brarian at Clinton, told of the work o 
the public library and the public schoo} 
This was discussed by Mrs. Nellie Saw. 
yer, of Muscatine, Miss Ida §j 
of Maquoketa, and Miss Drake, of Sioux 
City. The arguments presented wer 
based on the amount of  instruetign 
given to the pupils in the schools on the 
use of the library and arrangement of 
books. Teachers’ receptions are held in 
some cities at. the beginning of th 
school year in order that teacher and 
librarian may become acquainted, This 
has proven a good way to enlist the e. 
operation of the teacher and to lead her 
to realize the importance of working 
with the librarian. 


Miss Helen MecRaith of Iowa City 
talked on the subject of ‘‘Book Sele. 
tion and Buying.’’ She said that next 
to the librarian the one and all impor. 
tant matter to be considered igs the 
right of the community to the largest 
and best book service the income will 
afford. To be responsible for the book 
selection of the community is the duty 
of the librarian and the book commit- 
tee and for this reason the library 
must be supplied with the best aids in 
book selection. The reading public 
also, should have a voice in the selec 
tion of books and they should be invited 
to make recommendations. Titles of 
books for practical men and women 
were discussed and the following books 
among others were recommended for 
purchase : 

Cherington—Advertising as a Busi 
ness Force. 

Tipper—The New Business. 

Spencer—The Efficient Secretary. 

Maxwell—Salesmanship. 

Lapp—Learning to Earn. 
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Ss & Cooley—Foods and House- 
- gold Management. 


-Thayer—Life and Letters of John 


(Reported by Helen McRaith.) 





Southeast District, 
MISS MIRIAM B. WHARTON, CHAIRMAN. 


In spite of the rain the meeting of 
the Southeast District held Friday, May 
12th, at the Burlington Library had a 
yery fair attendance and made up in 
enthusiasm what it lacked in numbers. 
The following librarians and trustees 
were present: Miss Kirk, Parsons Col- 
lege; Mrs. Crocker, Sigourney; Miss 
Hesser, Fort Madison; Miss Fulton, 
Keokuk; Miss Fawcett and Miss Frost, 
(Qskaloosa; Mrs. McKibbin, Mt. Pleas- 
ant; Miss Robinson, Des Moines; Miss 
Drake, Sioux City; Miss Gault, Center- 
ville; Mrs. Ray and Mrs. Steckel and 


Mrs. Hinkle from Bloomfield, and the 


Jocal librarians. 

The first subject on the program was 
“The Relation and Co-operation of the 
Public School and the Publie Library.”’ 
Mr. Hanson, Superintendent of the 
Burlington schools, opened the discus- 
sion with a most interesting talk from 
the school-man’s viewpoint. He said in 
part: ‘‘The library and schools should 
join in forming the reading habit in our 
boys and girls, the schools cannot do 
this alone, the library cannot accom- 
plish it alone, but together with the 
help of the parents and the boys and 
girls much can be achieved. This can 
be done in three ways, by directing the 
choice of reading, by guarding the 
amount, and by pointing out the pur- 
pose. The library can aid the schools 
through instruction given to the pupils 
in the use of the library, followed up 
by questions given out by the teachers 
to be looked up at the library, by li- 
brary branches established in the school 
buildings, by well graded lists prepared 
for the use of the schools, including the 
books which appeal to the children and 
not only those which are considered of 
value, by the development of the teach- 





er’s own library, increasing the teach- 
cr’s interest by lists calling attention to 
the library’s resources along educa- 
tional lines, by education of the teachers 
in library methods, by picture collec- 
tions illustrating subjects taught in the 
schools, and by museum material.’’ Mr. 
Hapson’s talk was followed by discus- 
sion as to what each library represented 
was doing along these lines. 


The second subject discussed. was 
‘Publicity for the Library,’’ led by 
Miss Drake of Sioux City. She said in 
part: 

‘*First we must be sure that the sery- 
ive we are giving the city’s population is 
of the best, that the library should al- 
ways see that no one leaves its doors 
without that for which he came, if it be 
in the library’s power to satisfy that 
want. The work with the publie over 
the charging desk is of the utmost im- 
portance and only kappy people should 
be engaged in it. The library must be 
weil kept and attractive; exhibits of at- 
tractive books should be provided, lists 
of interesting books and library news 
should be printed in ‘i.e papers, the li- 
brary should be brought before the pub- 
lie at every opportunity.’’ 

She emphasized especially the value 
to the library of a series of window dis- 
plays made by the Sioux City library 
last winter. 

Miss Robinson of Des Moines spoke of 
the exhibits of pictures to be had 
through the State Library Commission. 
Further discussion as to methods of 
publicity and what was being done in 
various libraries followed. 


The morning session adjourned for 
iunch at the Elks’ Club, followed by a 
ride in automobiles to Burlington’s vari- 
ious heauty spots and points of interest. 


The afternoon session convened at 
2:30 p. m. with discussion as to books 
on various subjects of practical interest, 
followed by short talks on ‘‘The Libra- 
rian,’’ ‘‘The City Council and the Pub- 
lie Library,’’ and ‘‘Book Prices’’ by 
Mrs. McKibbin, Miss Gault. and others. 


(Reported by Miriam B. Wharton.) 











Echoes From the District Meetings. 


The following queries from the ques- 
tion boxes and quotations from talks 
not included in the reports of the dis- 
trict meetings are given below with the 
hope that they may be helpful to those 
vot in attendance. 

Q. Is it advisable for the librarian 
to be secretary of the library board? 

Local conditions must govern in the 
answer to this question. Reports show 
that the librarian is secretary of the 
board in eight libraries of the state. 

Q. Should she be present at the 
board meeting and read her report? 

See ‘‘ By-laws suggested for boards of 
library trustees’’ printed in ‘‘Shall a 
Free Public Library be Established ?’’ 
issued by the Iowa Library Commission, 
Article VII, Librarian, paragraphs 3 
and 4, These By-laws have been adopt- 
ed by many of the library boards of the 
state. 

Q. How do you find the percentage 
of adult fiction circulation? 

This should be computed on the total 
adult circulation not on the total cireu- 
lation, viz., divide the adult fiction cir- 
culation by the total adult circulation. 

Q. Where can a list of Iowa docu- 
ments be found? 

The Monthly List of State Publica- 
tions issued by the Government Print- 
ing Office contains a list for Iowa. Price 
50e per year. Small libraries do not 
need this. 

Covers for Farmers’ Bulletins, etc. 

The pamphlet binders for farmer’s 
bulletins, pamphlets, ete., referred to in 
the report of one district may be ob- 
tained from Gaylord Bros., Syracuse, N. 
Y. Send for price list of library sup- 


plies. The round corner lasts longer 
though a little more expensive. 
Publicity. 

One librarian reported that seed 


merchants were asked to enclose a list 
of garden books with their packages of 
seeds and plants sent out. 
Flowers in the Iibrary. 

There is certainly a place in the budget 
for flowers. They add greatly to the 
attractiveness of the library if well ar- 








time. <A single rose in a slender 
is much more effective than a mags y 


miscuously bunched in a drinking gj a 


Keep flowers in the library and have a 
proper receptacle for them. See Aven 
Japanese flower arrangement, Lane, 
$1.50.—Miss Drake. 
World’s Almanac. 

This is circulated at the main lib 
and branches in Sioux City. Smaller 
braries might profitably do the game 
even though two copies must be pur. 
chased for the price is inconside 
being 35 cents in paper and 60 cents jp 
cloth. It may be ordered from your 
book dealer.—Miss Drake. 

Two Good Precedents for Library 
Boards. 

Believing that the people of the town 
would benefit by the attendance of the 
librarian and assistants at the distriet 
meeting at Fort Dodge the library board 
Bavescausdss ordered the library closed 
for the day of this meeting. 

Another board furnished substitutes 
that all the staff might attend the meet. 
ing at Davenport. 

(Is it possible that any board allows 
its librarian to herself pay for a substi. 
tute that she may attend a library meet. 
ing ?) 
Shellac. 

Librarians using shellac for their la 
bels may find Damar’s varnish a satis 
factory substitute. It may be purchased 
at any drug store. 

Lettering for Bulletins. — 

The Sioux City Public Library ix 
using for this purpose a hollow rubber 
letter which is sold by S. D. Childs & 
Co., 136 S. Clark St., Chicago. The set 
which they use is No. 600, price $3.60. 
These give the outline which may be 
filled in with water colors to suit the 
subject of the bulletin. 

The Tablet & Ticket Co., 624 W. Ad 
ams St., Chicago, sell gummed paper let 
ters in various sizes and styles, whieh 
are also useful in bulletin and sign work. 
These come in black and red and white. 
The Value of a Smile. 

In all our haste to be efficient, haven't 
we neglected and almost forgotten one 
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ranged and not many are needed wan ; 














of the simplest and happiest ways of 
F certain success in our work? 
% we been inclined to overlook 
underestimate one of the most val- 

, helpful and appreciative personal 
ifications, the bright smile of sincere 
welcome ? Perhaps we all realize that 
the spirit of unity, of faith and of loy- 
. are far above the state of efficiency, 
and we are willing to admit that organ- 
jsm is more important than organization. 
Through it all a radiant happiness and 
the smiles ‘‘that travel for miles’’ con- 
stitute an advertisement whose pulling 
power knows no calculation —Mr. Rush. 


Accession Book. 

The Davenport Pubic Library uses a 
condensed accession book with entries 
for each book reduced to one page in- 
stead of being carried across two pages, 
thus making the book cheaper. The rul- 
ing for this book may be secured from 
the Commission office and possibly the 
books could be made by local dealers for 
libraries having occasion to order new 
accession books and wishing to try this 


style. 


A Helpful Pamphlet. 

A new pamphlet entitled ‘‘List of 
material which may be obtained free or 
at small cost,’’ has just been issued by 
the A. L. A. Publishing Board. The 
subjects included cover ethics, psychol- 
ogy, sociology, religion, education, sci- 
ence, public health and sanitation, agri- 
culture, home economies, fine arts, lit- 
erature and history. Much of the ma- 
terial is free and for others the cost is 
small. The source and price is given. 


This pamphlet may be obtained by 
writing to the Library Commission. 





The Tax Levy Again. 


As the time approaches for the levy 
of the library tax for another year this 
subject should begin to weigh heavily 
upon the minds and hearts of all boards 
of library trustees. 


_(a) Because no library can be effi- 
- ciently conducted without an adequate 
income. 
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hy 


(b) Because a growing institution 
(such as a library should be) requires 
an increasing appropriation. 


(ec) Because the trustees are the ap- 
pointed guardians of the people’s insti- 
tion, the library, and upon them rests 
the responsibility of securing a proper 
income for its support. 

Therefore to the library trustees of 
Iowa a few questions are respectfully 
addressed, not for reply but for careful 
consideration, and not because they are 
new but for the sake of emphasis. 


Was your levy last year adequate to 
the needs of your library, and are you 
sure you know what those needs were? 

Would a greater efficiency be pro- 
moted by a larger income? 

Was your library income as large as 
that of other towns in the state of the 
same size? 

Did you spend as much for books? 
Was your circulation as large? 


Did you pay your librarian as much 
as these towns pay and require as high 
grade of preparation and qualification 
and as competent service ? 


Did you pay your librarian as much 
as your school teachers receive, and is 
she as competent? 

Did you spend all your income last 
year, or did you forget that what is 
‘*thrifty’’ for an individual is poor econ- 
omy for a library? 

The tax levy of 
creased last year. 
these? If so, congratulations. 
again, 

The tax levy of libraries was 
decreased last year. Was yours? Why, 
(a) Because too large a balance was left 
unexpended? (b) Because of inatten- 
tion .in taking up the subject with the 
city council? (c) Because you thought 
you did not need so large an income? 
(Impossible !) 

Do you use a budget, and can you 
show to the council what was done with 
your money last year, what you actually 
need for next year, and why you need 
it? 


libraries was in- 
Was yours one of 
Do it 














Can you show a gain in the work of 
your library which warrants an increase 
of levy? 

Can you show that your library is 
an important part of the educational 
system of your town and therefore 
equally worthy of support? 

And finally a question which concerns 
both library boards and city councils. 
Did your income last year fulfill the 
ierms of your agreement urth the Car- 
negie Corporation when the gift for your 
building was received? This is an im- 
portant ‘question and upon the reply 
rests the honor of the library board, the 
city council, the town and the entire 
state. - 

Iowa is indebted to Mr. Carnegie for 
88 public library buildings with ten 
more in process of erection. Is there one 
of these towns ‘‘with soul .so dead’’ as 
not to feel that honor and gratitude re- 
quires a levy which shall yield at least 
the income pledged. Make it more if 
you can. 

Re-read Miss Drake’s article on ‘‘ How 
to Secure an Increase in the Tax Levy,’’ 
in the April-June, 1915, Quarterly, or 
if you do not have it, send to the Com- 
mission for a copy, and read and let 
your library profit thereby. 
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|%- | Library News of the State 





(The large space given in this number to the 
district meetings has crowded out many interest- 
ing items of library news which is a matter of 
regret. Most of the items included refer to 
new libraries, new buildings or extension of li- 
brary privileges. Next time more space will be 
reserved for this important department and we 
trust libraries will not cease sending in news 
because of omissions in this number.) 

Belmond—The town of Belmond has 
received from Mr. Henry Crist, a public 
spirited citizen, a lot and $12,000 for 
the erection of a library building. Plans 
have been accepted and work will soon 
be under way on the building. 

Britt—The vote on May 8th for the 
establishment of a free public library 
was carried by a large majority and an 
assurance of $8,000 for a library build- 
ing has already been received from the 


Carnegie Corporation. 
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Central City—A new library 
ing has been erected with the p 
received from the sale of land given 
the town by Mr. J. E. Clegg for ]j : 
purposes. The building is of p t 
brick with a foundation of cement 
blocks. : oe 


Clear Lake—A grant of $8,500 for a 
library building has been made ; 
Carnegie Corporation to which $1,509 
from the sale of the old building ig t 
be added, giving $10,000 for the ereetion 
of a new building. 


Clinton—A branch of the publie 
brary containing books on advertisj 
business methods, ete., will be estab. 
lished in the Clinton Ad Men’s Glyb, 
A committee from the club will 
erate with Miss Tarr in the selection of 
suitable books for this new branch. 
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Davenport—The city of Davenport § the pi 
is having a friendly contest in the eity attrac 
beautiful movement and window boxes Lak 
with flowers and plants are on many of appro 
the down town buildings. The Public provi 
Library is especially attractive with § js to] 
flower boxes on each side of the entrange mittee 
and on all of the windows of the first Lau 
floor. The plants were furnished by the Water 
superintendent of the city parks. Caines 

Dow City—Through the efforts of a library 
few interested and enthusiastic women placed 
a library association of 125 members a gro 
has been formed and a sufficient num Mao 
her of books secured by donation, pur § library 
chase and a loan from the Library Com- ers of 
mission to open a public library. dow di 

Dubuque—Miss Almira Wileox of Prin 
Troy, N. Y., has been elected librarian § library 
of the Carnegie-Stout Library. Miss in Ap 
Wilcox is a graduate of Wheaton Go § Were d 
lege, Norton, Mass., and of Pratt It Plemer 
brary School. Her library experience 4 room 
since leaving school includes three years Perr 
as assistant librarian at Union College, § made ' 
Schenectady, N. Y., and two years # of the 
head of the circulation department of § Purpos 
the Troy, N. Y., Public Library. 4 

Eagle Grove—The Cecilian Club has Rein 
recently given $90 to the library for the # on Ma: 
purchase of books on music. lishmer 


















4 pod—The Woman’s Club is to 
‘ave charge of the library grounds dur- 
ing the summer and trees, shrubs and 

will be used to make the lawn 


attractive. 

Bidora—The township trustees of 

ora Township have contracted with 
the public library for the free use of 
the library by rural extension. 

Hamburg—aA gift of $9,000 has been 

by the Carnegie Corporation for 
a library building, a lot purchased and 
are under consideration. 

lowa City—Miss MecRaith, the li- 
prarian, has been granted a six weeks’ 
‘jeave of absence beginning July Ist. 
Four weeks will be spent in practice in 
the New York Public Library, and two 
weeks given to rest in New England. 

Keokuk—-Window boxes have been 
jpstalled in several of the windows of 
the public library and are adding to the 
attractiveness of the building. 

Lake City—The library board has 

riated $30 for the purpose of im- 

ing the library grounds. The work 

js to be under the direction of the com- 
mittee on buildings and grounds. 

Laurens—An exhibit of the Turner 
Water Colors, loaned by the Library 
Commission, was recently held in the 
library. The library building has been 
placed in fine repair and its use shows 
4 growing appreciation of the library. 

Maquoketa—During April the public 
library united with one of the book deal- 
es of the town in a Shakespeare win- 
dow display. 

Primghar—A movement for a public 
library was inaugurated at a reception 
in April at which nearly 400 volumes 
were donated. These books will be sup- 
plemented by two other collections and 
aroom secured for library purposes. 

Perry—A bequest of $500 has been 
made to the Perry library by the will 
of the late Mrs. Sarah W. Holmes. The 
purpose for which it will be used has 
not been announced by the library 
board. 

Reinbeck—At a special election held 
m May ist the question of the estab- 
lishment of a library in Reinbeck was 
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answered in the affirmative by a major- 
ity of 130, the men voting 124-76 and 
the women 103-21. Correspondence is 
already under way with the Carnegie 
Corporation with promise of a gift for 
a library building. 

Rock Valley—aAt the general election 
on May 27th the question of the estab- 
lishment of a free public library was 
submitted and carried. The subject of 
rural extension in some of the surround- 
ing townships is now being discussed. 

Sioux City—The Carnegie Corpora- 
tion has donated $10,000 for the eree- 
tion of a branch of the public library 
at Leeds ,and tentative plans for the 
building have been drawn. 

Storm Lake—Dr. E. F. Smith has 
presented the public library with a set 
of twenty-one volumes for the chil- 
dren’s room, 

The library grounds are to be much 
improved this year by the planting of 
flowers and shrubbery. Boston ivy has 
also been planted on all sides of the 
building. 

Tipton—aAs a result of the bird house 
contest, which was held in the fall, the 
library received thirteen bird houses, 
some of which were placed on the 
grounds. 


Traer—The dedication exercises of 
the new Carnegie building were held in 
the library auditorium on the evening 
of March 31st. The dedicatory address 
was made by Mr. James B. Weaver of 
Des Moires. The transfer of the keys 
to the city, and of the custody of the 
building again to the library board were 
made by Mayor Wooley and Dr. Brown, 
president of the board, in appropriate 
speeches and a congratulatory address 
given by Senator A. L. Ames. 

This dedication represents the cul- 
mination of over five years’ effort on 
the part of the citizens of Traer shared 
by both the men and women of the com- 
munity. Much credit is due to the Traer 
Federation of Women’s Clubs for the 
financial aid which they have given. 
Through their solicitation a large por- 
tion of the stock of the old fair grounds 
was donated for library purposes, and 
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the sale of the grounds provided a fund 
for the purchase of the lot, a payment of 
$750 on paving, the purchase of furni- 
ture and fixtures, and a sum at interest 
for future use. 

Dr. C. H. Brown is president of the 
library board, Mrs. A. L. Ames, secre- 
tary, and Miss Marion Hutt, librarian. 

Waterloo—tThe library reports an in- 
erease of 1614% in the circulation for 
the past year. 

The members of the library staff com- 
memorated the tercentenary of Shake- 
speare’s death by a Shakespearean pro- 
gram at the regular staff meeting on 
April 20th. 

Rural extension has been added in 
East Waterloo township. 

Woodbine—Continued leaking has 
made necessary a new tile roof for the 
library building which now defies the 
hardest storms. 

Wellman—tThe question of the estab- 
lishment of a public library, voted on 
at the regular election on March 27th, 
gave a majority in favor of the propo- 
sition, 97 women voting yes and 17 no; 
115 men yes and 79 no. 

Winterset—Through the efforts of 
the Clover (Woman’s) Club of Lincoln 
Township rural extension from the Win- 
terset Library has been secured for the 
residents of that township. For the in- 
itiative to come from the township in- 
stead of the library is unusual but 
speaks well for the people of the town- 
ship. The Winterset Library is to be 
congratulated upon the widening of the 
opportunity for service. 


The Retirement of Miss Hannah Babb. 


News of the retirement of one whom 
we have long known and loved and 
turned to for encouragement and inspi- 
ration is always received with regret. 
But surely thirty-one years of faithful 
continuous service in the public library 
should entitle one to the opportunity 
for rest and personal enjoyment. 

That ill health should however be the 
eause of the retirement of Miss Hannah 
Babb from the Indianola Public Library 
is especially a cause of sorrow to her 
many friends. 
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Last year a leave of abser 
granted her with provision for 
duous work on her return to 
brary. But the months of rest fails 
restore the strength so freely y 
others for so many years and in. PF, 
ary her resignation was handed 
board. 


Their letter of acceptance ig pry 
in full that it may voice not 
appreciation of her long years of g 
ice, but because these words of app 
ciation will find an echo in the 
of all who have been associated wit 
in library work in this state. 


‘‘Dear Miss Babb: The 
Board has accepted your 
after much deliberation. 

The public generally holds tenaeig 
to a faithful and efficient servant aa & 
regretfully parts with such service, 7 ig |. | 































































For many years the city library ha 
received your entire time, though 
very efficient service. Comments fr 
the public at large prove to us that yo 
work is and has been appreciated 
measure, We say ‘in a measure’ | ” ‘eg 
we believe that no one can app 
what it means to devote a life to ba 
upbuilding of any public institu 


We take this means of prea a 
appreciation of your unrequited sey 
ices so freely and cheerfully rendered 
the city library and we firmly bel re 
we reflect the sentiments entertained by 
the publie at large.’’ re 


(Signed by the Secretary ol i i! 
the Library Board.) ke 5 





Book and Periodical 
The Chileote Library, Washingt 
Iowa, offers for sale the annual volum 
of the Reader’s Guide bound in t ~ 
fourths leather for the years.1909, I 
1911 and 1912; buckram binding f 
1913 and 1914. : 








Wanted by the Osceola Publie I 
brary, copy of World’s Work for d 
1913. 











